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PH to host Global Launch of the International Peace Movement: Not by Force but by
Art

MANILA, April 20 (P1A)--The Philippines has the distinct honor to host the Global Launch of
the International Peace Movement: Not by Force but by Art under the patronage of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) patronage on
May 20-23, 2018.

The launch coincides with the twin observance of UNESCO World Day for Cultural and
Biological Diversity for Dialogue and Development on May 21-22 ushering in the limited
nations Arts Education Week.

UNESCO Director General Audrey Azoulay in a congratulatory message and expressed
appreciation for the event “whose aim is to promote mutual respect & dialogue that will
highlight the importance of the role that art continues to play in peace processes the world
over including your region.”

The launch consists of twinned events, the Art Speak for Peace Festival, involving
performers from claimant countries of the conflicted West Philippine/China Sea and the
divided Korean Peninsula on May 20 with a collaborative faith based cross-cultural liturgy
for peace linked to SDG's with a focus on the care of the oceans scheduled on May 22 at
the Tanghalan Yaman Lahi, Emilio Aguinaldo College in Manila with City of Manila Mayor
Joseph Estrada as Sponsor with Universidad de Manila.

The Harvest of performances is complemented with an Interdisciplinary, Interfaith, and
Inclusive Leaders Forum that will be hosted in the Senate by the Senate Spouses
Foundation headed by Mrs. Lourdes Pimentel & endorsed by Several Senate Committees
led by Senator Loren Legarda Chair of Foreign Relations and Climate Change on May 21-
22.

President Rodrigo Duterte in his welcoming message to delegates & participants has
expressed “firm support for the joint initiative of the Earthsavers UNESCO Dream Center
and the International Theatre-Institute that uses” art as a powerful medium to promote
harmony, goodwill and cooperation among citizens through the peaceful manner of fighting
against the social ills that plague our communities.”

The President also enjoins the participants to “foster peace, eradicate poverty & protect the
environment and to be vigilant to stop criminality, corruption & terrorism™. The President
also pointed to this UNESCO approved Festival-Forum as a venue to unite & engage
people of the world in pursuits that will establish solidarity and development In our
respective countries, the Presideni.message added”.

The Festival Forum Program was conceptualized by Cecile Guidote-Alvarez, Director of
Earthsavers UNESCO Artist for Peace to “showcase the dynamic possibilities of art
mediation and cultural understanding for mitigating armed conflict and promoting
reconciliation, unification and rehabilitation. “because Art serves as the catalyst for
interaction and people to people strategy that can bond and link people together”.

Guidote-Alvarez, an Outstanding Asian Magsaysay Laureate, as PETA Founder Added
“Arts have the inherent therapeutic character to help heal trauma of war victims and
refugees of ecological disasters”

A radio Soap Opera on Peace and the SDGs will start its world premiere broadcast and
webcast at DZRH as a prelude to the event and Observance of Mother Earth day on April
22. A Marawi Art Exhibit: A Salute to Soldiers by Nemi Miranda will also be on display at
the Festival Forum.



