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Mrs Cecile Alvarez
meets with President
Rodrigo Duterte
On 26th February, Mrs. Cecile Guidote Álvarez, member

of SSCC Board met with President Rodrigo Duterte of

the Philippines and briefed him on  the Manila SDG Art

Festival and Forum. We are pleased to note we have the

support of the President.
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The announcement will be updated on a continuous basis as

more delegates and performing artists confirm.

 

FIRST
ANNOUNCEMENT OF

THE MANILA  SDG  ART
FESTIVAL/FORUM 

 

The International Secretariat for SDG Festival

and Forum is pleased to present the first

announcement of the Manila SDG Art

Festival/Forum which will be held from 20th

to 26th May 2020, under patronage of

UNESCO.
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ELA GANDHI
RECEIVES BLESSING

FROM THE POPE IN
VATICAN

SSCC congratulates i ts  eminent Board
member ,  Mrs.  Ela Gandhi ,  on receiving

blessing form Pope Francis on her  v is i t
to Vatican in recognit ion for  her

contr ibut ion to peace and for  holding
the torch of  Mahatma Gandhi  legacy in

the world.

VATICAN
CITY
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Further Senate support for the
Manila Forum

 

 

SSCC  also met with Senator Cynthia A. Villar, Chair of the Environment
Committee in Senate who has joined forces with the Senate Committee on

Sustainable Development Goals under the Senator Pia Cayetano

 

 

 

Cecile Guidote Álvarez, the initiator of the Manila Forum and member of SSCC Board,
Viktor Sebek and Valerio Ferri had a meeting with Vicente Sotto, the President of the

Senate. Dr. Sebek thanked him for his video message to the SSCC Cartagena
November 2018 Conference. The Senate President confirmed that the Manila Forum

will also serve as the Public Senate Hearing, further enhancing the importance of the
event. The Senate President is also a musician, a composer. It was decided that Edgar
Avilán, SSCC Executive Director, also a composer and musician, will translate some of

Senator Sotto´s songs in Spanish and have them performed in Colombia.
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Support from the
House of
Representatives
Dr. Sebek and Valerio Ferri accompanied former

Senator Heherson Alvarez and Mrs. Guidote at the

meeting with  Congressman Edgar M. Chatto,

Chair of the Climate Change Committee on the

House of Representatives. Congressman Chatto

expressed his support for   the SDG Festival and

Forum and confirmed his attendance.

Participation from
Colombia and the
Caribbean
The SSCC is delighted that Professor Alfonso

Munera Cavadia, eminent historian, the founder of

the International Institute on Caribbean Studies,

former Ambassador of Colombia to Jamaica, then

to Trinidad and former Secretary General of the

Association of Caribbean States (35 nations), has

agreed to take a part at the Forum and

Workshops.
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FOLLOW US

Media
Following a recent radio interview, the

TV station of the Manila Times

(newspaper established in 1898) had an

one hour programme in which the host

was former Senator and Minister, Mr. 

 Heherson Álvarez, also a member of

SSCC Board.  Dr. Sebek and Valerio Ferri

took part in the programme together

with Mr. Frederick Asseline, the Chief

climate change specialist in the Asian

Development Bank.
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